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Introduction

O

n our recent trip to Austria, we were impressed with
the progress made by wineries throughout the country in producing wines of high quality and distinctive
character from its unique and diverse terroir. We visited wineries and winemakers from the Wachau in the west to Neusiedlersee in the east and attended Austria’s impressive biennial
wine trade fair VieVinum in Vienna and found exciting wines and
talented winemakers making wines equal to the best in the world.
To demonstrate just how far Austria has come in developing a
first class wine industry, we have compiled an extensive list of top
producers, found immediately after this introduction, and extensive wine reviews and ratings of over 500 wines with profiles of
the wineries and winemakers.
In our previous report, The Wines of Austria, written eight
years ago, we alerted our readers to the impressive advances
in Austrian winemaking. Since then, the industry has made
further important strides that are discussed throughout this
report. The changes in Austrian winemaking over the past
decade are impressive. Not only has a new generation of winemakers arrived on the scene, but notable progress has been
made in identifying and certifying Austria’s best wine terroir.
Of particular note is the new visibility of Austria’s red wine
producers and their Zweigelt and Blaufränkisch wines. This
report gives attention to Austria’s red wines in addition to its
already well known white varieties, especially Grüner Veltliner
and Riesling.
In the initial section of this report we provide readers a comprehensive review of Austria’s varied terroir and grape varieties. Notwithstanding its small size, Austria has several different
growing regions, each with its own soils, climate, indigenous
grape varieties, wine history and culture. In the following section,
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we examine Austria’s “road to
quality” from its earliest days
when winemaking was centered
in monasteries to modern times.
Noteworthy in this discussion is
the emergence of the regional
DAC classification system, which
identifies wines of particular
grapes and wine styles typical
of each wine region. We also
introduce the “new generation”
of Austrian producers, young
people who have entered the
industry to carry on the work of
earlier pioneers and winemaking
families. They are a distinguished
group that shows great promise
for Austria’s wine future.
The main section of this report
is on the regions, vineyards,
and wines. We focus on each of
Austria’s regions and analyze the
changes and improvements that
have taken place over the last
decade. Improvements in viticulture and winemaking have been
more evolutionary then revo-

lutionary over the last decade.
Organic farming has become the
norm among the best growers,
and biodynamic farming is becoming more common, which is only
fitting since an Austrian, Rudolf
Steiner, established its precepts in
the 1920s. Most producers are also
following natural, non-interventionist methods in their winemaking, including using ambient
yeasts, fermenting without temperature control, and dialing down
the use oak aging. We pay special
attention to these practices in our
winery profiles and tasting notes
at the end of this report.
The single largest change
in recent years is the focus on
terroir. Seven of Austria’s appellations (DACs) were created over
the past decade. At the same
time, there has been an important effort led by winemakers
of the Danube to identify and
document the country’s most
important vineyards, some of

which have been growing grapes
for a thousand years since the
arrival of the monasteries in the
middle ages. Consistent with
these trends, this report gives
special attention to Austria’s
wine regions, the newly created
appellations, and the ongoing
process to certify the country’s
special vineyards.
In the concluding sections,
we focus on Austrian food and
wine and on the Austrian wine
export market. As we discovered
in our travels, Austrian wines
are magnificent with food. They
pair superbly with a wide variety
of dishes from hors d’oeuvres
to entrees, cheese, pastries, and
sweet desserts. We discuss the
styles found in Austria’s principal
grape varieties and provide a
wine-food pairing table. Wrapping up the report, we examine
Austria’s export market for its
wines, including the slow, steady
growth in exports to the US.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We owe a huge debt of gratitude to the Austrian

We thank the US importers who generously provid-

Wine Marketing Board (AWMB/ÖWM), its Managing

ed us with samples and give a special thanks to ev-

Director, Willi Klinger, and its support staff, especial-

eryone at AWMB who put together Austria’s princi-

ly Barbara Waxenegger and Barbara Handl. In addi-

pal trade show, VieVinum, and to Klaus Wittauer for

tion, we thank the many wine professionals who so

helping us navigate the Hofburg Palace labyrinth.

generously shared their time and their wines with

Several of the excellent vineyard photographs in

us: Willi Bründlmayer, Kurt Feiler, Walter Glatzer,

this report were produced by AWMB photographers.

Gernot Heinrich, Johannes Hirsch, Franz Hirtzbirger,

Finally, we wish to acknowledge Stephen Brooks’

Emmerich Knoll, Martin Mittelbach, Michael Moos-

for his scholarly book, The Wines of Austria, which

brugger, Dorli Muhr, Lucas Pichler, Lukas Plöckinger,

helped deepen our understanding of Austria’s di-

Georg Prieler, Karl Steininger, and Johannes Trapl.

verse wine regions.
Report №. 68 | Austrian Wine • 3

The International Wine Review

Previous Wine Reports

Issues 1-15 are available at

www.iwinereview.com

Issue 16 Oregon Pinot Noir
Issue 17 Sauvignon of the Loire
Issue 18 Wines of Navarra
Issue 19 Wines of Greece: Assyrtiko and Santorini
Issue 20 The Santa Lucia Highlands
Issue 21 The Chilean Wine Revolution
Issue 22 Grapes and Wines of the Western Loire
Issue 23 Ribera del Duero Revisited
Issue 24 The New Wines of Portugal Double Issue
Issue 25 The Wines of Austria
Issue 26 The Diverse Wines of Argentina Double
Issue 27 Sweet and Dessert Wines of the World
Issue 28 The Wines of Priorat
Issue 29 The Wines of Monterey County
Issue 30 The Wines of South Africa Double Issue
Issue 31 Brunello di Montalcino
Issue 32 The New Wines of Israel
Issue 33 The Wines of Paso Robles
Issue 34 Champagne Revisited
Issue 35 The Wines of Soave
Special Report South African Chenin Blanc
Issue 36 The Wines of Santa Barbara
Issue 37 The Wines of Sicily
Issue 38 The Wines of Washington State
Issue 39 The World of Grenache
Special Report The Wines of Montefalco
Issue 40 Rosé Champagne and Sparkling Wine
Special Report: The Exciting Sparkling Wines of South Africa
Issue 41 The Amarones of Valpolicella
Issue 42 The Wines of Catalonia
Issue 43 The Wines of Rioja—A New Look
Issue 44 The Wines of Sonoma County
Issue 45 Virginia Wine Comes of Age
Issue 46 Special Report: The Best of Soave
Issue 47 Special Report: The Best of Tuscany
Issue 48 The Wines of Los Carneros
Issue 49 Special Report: The Best of Spain
Issue 50 The Wines of Chablis
Issue 51 Special Report: Best Indigenous Wines of Sicily
Issue 52 Special Report: The Best of Sherry
Issue 53 American Sparkling Wine
Issue 54 The Wines of Mount Veeder
Issue 55 Wines of South Africa: White Blends and Old Vines
Issue 56 Chianti Classico: Exciting Times
Issue 57 Tannat and Other Wines of Uruguay
Issue 58 Beaujolais in Transition
Issue 59 Wines of the Piedmont: Roero
These reports are available online at
Issue 60 Chile’s Premium Wine Revolution
Issue 61 California Zinfandel: A New Look
Issue 62 Paso Robles: Cabernet Sauvigion & Other Bordeaux Varieties
Issue 63 The Wines of Friuli: Collio’s Elegant Whites
Issue 64 Selections for the Holidays & the New Year: The Best Wines Tasted in 2017
Issue 65: The Vines and Wines of Lodi
Issue 66: The World of Rosé
Issue 67: The Wines of Bulgaria
90 • iWineReview.com

www.iwinereview.com

