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Introduction
In this, our third report on Grenache, the focus is on the 
Garnacha (Garnaxta in Catalan) of Spain. Until recently, 
Garnacha was Spain’s dominant red grape variety with 
some 70 percent of total plantings.  However, since 
the middle of the last century, Garnacha has lost favor 
in Spain. Changing consumer tastes favoring darker 
and more age worthy wines have given preference to 
Tempranillo, which has been highly successful in both 
the domestic and international markets.  Meanwhile, 
Garnacha has become a work horse grape for wines of 
low value sold in bulk.

As shown in the graph, Garnacha plantings in Spain 
have continued to decline since 2000.  Whereas 
Spain was historically the world’s largest producer of 
Garnacha, today it is France. Notwithstanding the decline 
in Garnacha plantings, many growers and winemakers 
throughout Spain have remained loyal to Garnacha 
and have improved the quality of their wines, as well as  

developed new styles, all of which are  contributing  to a 
revival  of interest and respect for  the grape.
Our tastings for this report reveal there are many superb 
premium wines of Garnacha on the market today that 
should generate considerable enthusiasm among wine 
aficionados. Consumers have become more open to a 
variety of wine styles. A wine no long needs to be dark 
and highly extracted to be appreciated.  As we discovered 
in our tasting, there are a variety of styles of premium 
Garnacha and Garnacha blends that are both enjoyable 
to drink and very reasonably priced. 

After presenting a map of where Garnacha is grown in 
Spain, we present a brief history of Garnacha beginning 
with reign of the Crown of Aragon in the 12-13th centuries 
when Garnacha spread throughout the Iberian peninsula 
as well as southern France where it was renamed 
Grenache. After phylloxera it became Spain’s dominant 
grape, although by the middle of the last century it had 
become a work horse variety with cooperatives producing 
low value wine sold in bulk.  Garnacha began to be 
uprooted in Navarra and elsewhere in favor of Tempranillo 
and international varieties.  The emergence of outstanding 
wines made of Garnacha and Carignan in Priorat helped 
stimulate a renewed interest in the variety by winemakers, 
many of them young. Today, outstanding Garnacha wines 
are being made, especially from the remaining old vines.    

In the sections that follow, we examine the Garnacha 
grape and the unique challenges facing winemakers 
in crafting high quality premium wine from the variety.  
Among the issues are:  acquiring good plant material, 
developing good color, fermentation temperatures, 
macerations and the use of clusters, tendency towards 
oxidation, and managing alcohol.  We also discuss the 
different styles of Garnacha resulting from both terroir and 
winemaking. 

In the final section we provide readers an in-depth look 
at all the major regions where Garnacha is grown, the 
noteworthy producers of Garnacha, and tasting notes and 
ratings of over 150 wines, both single varietals and blends.  
The number of outstanding wines is impressive. Our 
profiles and tastings of Garnacha begin with the Sierra 
de Gredos, a mountainous region southwest of Madrid 
where many small growers left a priceless heritage of old 
Garnacha vines. Here a new generation of winemakers 
passionate about Garnacha are crafting wines that in 
some respects are comparable to Pinot Noir. We next 
focus on Aragon and the DOs of Calatayud, Campo 
de Borja, Cariñena and Somotano. Large cooperatives 
produce a considerable amount of wine in these DOs, 
but there are also many independent wineries producing 
first-class modern Garnacha. This section also explores the 
Garnachas of Rioja and Navarra where there are a small 
number of top quality producers.  In addition, we examine 
many of the producers in Priorat, Monsant and elsewhere 
in Catalonia. 

Garnacha is undergoing a revival in Spain with many fine 
wines in a variety of styles being produced throughout the 
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country. Especially noteworthy is that these Garnachas 
offer outstanding quality to price ratios rarely found in 
our experience tasting wines around the world.  Even the 
wines made from relatively scarce old vine Garnacha are 
offered at bargain basement prices in Spain and the US.  
We call readers’ attention to these wines in our tasting 
notes.  

Garnacha in Spain

Many growers and winemakers throughout Spain are 
crafting outstanding single varietal Garnacha and 
Garnacha blends reflecting respect for old vines and 
improvements in viticulture and winemaking that have 
occurred in recent years.  Garnacha in Spain, as in 
France’s Rhone Valley and Languedoc-Roussillon, often 
yields its best results in blends where its wonderful plush 
red fruit softness can be tempered and given form by 
combining it with other grapes. Grapes, with higher acidity 
and firmer fine-grained tannins, can lift Garnacha to a 
higher level, as well as age-worthiness that we’ve seen in 
our tastings for this report. 

Garnacha on its own needs truly fine terroirs and less 
ferociously warm areas, with attendant lower yields 
(usually from older vines), denser, non-baked fruit, firmer 
acidity and consonant tannins to produce high quality, 
complex wines. Perhaps that is why most, but by no means 
all, of the best Garnachas in Spain today come from the 
more northerly DO’s or those at higher altitudes like the 
Sierra de Gredos and Calatayud.  
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